Unit 13: Do You Like to Eat Chinese Food?

Part I: Listen and Learn
1.

W0 shi Zhongguo rén, xthuan chi Zhongguo cai.
I am a Chinese. I like to eat Chinese food.
HRETEA EHLPEX -

Zhongguo cai hén hao chi.
Chinese food is very delicious.
B R ARSI ©

W xihuan chi rou
I like to eat meat.
KREBLA o

Niurou, zhtirou, ji, ya, wo dou xihuan.
Beef, pork, chicken, duck, I like them all.
A FE TR RAREEK o

Keéshi wo b tai xthuan chi ya hé xia.
But I don't like to eat fish and shrimp very much.
TRBZ KRB @A o

W6 méitian chi hén dud shiicai.

I eat a lot of vegetables every day.

RERCRSHE o

Shicai li you ge¢ zhong wéishéngsu, dui shénti you haochu.

Vegetables have various types of vitamins, they are good for the health.

RERASEEEF  HAMATR -
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2.

W0 shi Méi guo rén, y€ hén xihuan chi Zhonggud cai.
I am an American. I also very much like to eat Chinese food.
HZAEZBA  LREBCTERK ©

Ymwei Zhongguo cai hén haochi, ba tai youni, hén you yingyang.
Because Chinese food is very delicious, not very greasy, very nutritious.

B A& B EMRTL s TRMR RAS K -

W0 tebié xihuan chi Sichuan cai, yinwei Sichuan cai bijiao 1a.
I particularly like to eat Sichuan food, because Sichuan food is fairly spicy.
FAFFE L@ N E - B AW LK o

Buguo, wo y€ changchang chi xicai.
Nevertheless, I also often eat western food.
i RALF FILEE o

Hanbaobao, bisabing, wo dou xihuan.
Hamburger, pizza, I like them all.
EARE - LA - RAREHK o

W6 méitian he nitndi, yinwei niunai hén you yingyang, dui shénti you hdochu.
I drink milk every day, because milk is very nutritious, it is good for the health.
KRERB I AAMRAEE  HAMATRE

3.

A: Li xiansheng, ni xihuan bu xihuan chi Méigud6 cai?
A: Mr. Li, do you like to eat American food?
A FRAE  REBTEBCEBRE Y

B: Hai kéyi. Hanbdobao, bisabing, wo dou chi.
B: It's OK. I eat hamburger and pizza.
B: ZT R o EE@ ~ )LEHF - RARE ©

A: Ni chi de guan ma?

A: Are you used to eating them?
A ARVEAFIE S 7
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: Kaishi chi bu guan, xianzai xiguan le.
: At the beginning, I was not. I am used to it now.
DB NE c RAEIET o

Wwww

: Ni pingchang chi Zhongguo cai haishi Méiguo cai?
: Do you usually eat Chinese food or American food?
ARTFE P EEER FBE Y

> > P

B: W0 yiban chi Zhonggu6 cai. WO ziji zuo. Youde shihou dao waimian chi yidiar Méigud
cai.

B: T usually eat Chinese food. I cook by myself. Sometimes (I) go outside to eat some
American food.

B: ZH— R LPBEE c ZRATHK - AAOFIEREL—BRERXE o

: Ni hui zuo cai? Tai hao le! Ni yiding zud de hén hao.
: You can cook? That's terrifico You must cook very well.
ARGME T KFT | AR— R MAFARAT o

> > P

: Nali, buxing. Youde shihou zuode cai tai xian, youde shihou tai dan.
: No, not that well. Sometime the food I cooked is too salty, sometimes too tasteless.

DRAE 0 AT o A AYRFARMAYE KB - A AYRFAER K ©

Wwww

b

: John, ni cht gud Zhongguo cai méiyou?
: John, did you eat Chinese food?
: John, fReg B P B X IR A 2

> > P

: Cht guo. Zhén hao chi.
: 1 did. Really very delicious.
: D!C:K& o ,/_'é;-ﬁ%—n’i o

Wwww

: Ni xihuan chi shénme? Yu haishi rou?
: What do you like to eat? Fish or meat?
AREBCAT T RN 7

> > P

: W0 xihuan chi ji, yinwei ji bijiao nén, bu tai you. Danguchin y€ bu gao.
: I like to eat chicken, because chicken is tender, not very greasy. Cholesterol is not high.

CRERLHE  MARILEE c TR - BEBLTE o

Wwww

: Shide. Ni xthuan chi shénme cai, Sichuan cai haishi Gudngdong cai?
: Yes. What dish do you like to eat, Sichuan food or Guangdong food?
PR o MG BER C WNERRRRRK 7

> > P
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B: W0 bijiao xihuan chi Sichuan cai, bijiao la.
B: I rather like to eat Sichuan food. It is fairly spicy.
B: &L E LN E o bR o

A: Ni zui xithuan shénme cai?
A: What dish do you like best?
A AR B RAT 3 7

B: W0 zui xthuan gongbao ji.
B: I like Kong Pao chicken best.
B: R Z T 1RFE o

A: Ni changchang qu chi Zhongguo cai ma?
A: Do you often go to eat Chinese food?
AR R ECPEESR?

B: W0 geén taitai méi xingqt qu chi yici Zhongguo cai. Women jia fiijin jiu you yige
Zhongguo cangudn.

B: I go to eat Chinese food once every week with my wife. There is a Chinese restaurant
near our home.

B: #RAKREFEZMEL—RFBEE o KMEMLRHA —ETBEEH o

A: Blicuo. Xiaci wo qing ke. Qing ni gén ni taitai yiqi qu chi.
A: Not bad. Next time it is my treat. I would like to invite you and your wife to go and eat
with me.

A Tgh o TREFF o FRBARKK —AKvL o
B: Bu hao yisi. Duoxié le.

B: Thank you so much.
B: R &EE o $H7T o
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S.

More useful words related to food and taste:

tiande
sweet

#ay

suande
sour
BR B

fan
rice

r

baifan
steamed rice

&R

chiofan
stirifried rice

14

mian
noodle
4@

doujiang
soy milk

.7

tang
soup
7

suanla tang
hot and sour soup
BR IR 7

gali ji
curry chicken
ohevE F
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Béijing ya
Beijing duck
EI g

tidnsuan rou
sweet and sour pork

HHER

qingjiao nitirou
beef with green peppers
FHF A

gongbdo xid
Kong Pao shrimp
B FRIR
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Part II: Utterances and Notes

'cai’ literally means 'dish, vegetable'. 'Zhongguo cai' means 'Chinese food, Chinese dish'.
The actual meaning depends on the context. For example, 'ni xihuan chi shénme cai'
may mean 'what kind of food, what nationality's cuisine do you like?' or 'what specific
dish do you like?'

e 'hdo cht literally means 'good to eat'. Many adjectives in Chinese are formed in this
way. 'hdo kan' means 'good to look, beautiful'. The opposite is 'bu hao cht' and 'bu hdo

kan'.

e 'li' in 'shiicai i ydu ge zhong weishéngsu' is a preposition like English 'in’. This sentence
literally can be traslated as 'In vegetable there are various types of vitamins.'

e 'youni' or 'you' means 'greasy, oily'

e Nutritious is an adjective in English, but in Chinese the same idea should be expressed
by a combination of a verb and a noun 'you yingyang' [to have nutrition]. You can't say
'hén yingyang.'

o 'lais an adjective. It means 'hot and spicy' It is used as a verb without 'shi'. When you
want to use it as an adjective, you should add 'DE'. For example, you can say the
following:

Zhe ge cai hén 1a.

Zhe¢ ge cai shi lade.
Zhe¢ shi laDE cai.
You can't say:

*Zhe ge cai shi hén la.
*Zhe ge cai shi la.
*Zhe shi la cai.

o Pay attention to 'Hanbdobao, bisabing, wo dou xithuan'. This is the only way to say that
you like them all. You can't say: 'W6 dou xthuan hanbdobao, bisabing.'
e 'chi DE guan' or 'chi BU guan' mean 'to be or not to be used to eating...'

o 'ziji' means 'self: wo ziji, ni ziji, ta ziji, women ziji, nimen ziji, tamen ziji.

e 'zudde cai' means 'the dish cooked'. In English, modifying clauses are attached to the
right of a noun, while in Chinese they are attached to the left of a noun with an
additional DE attached to the verb. Here are some more examples:

'wo maide shi' the book I bought
'ta xiéde zi' the words he wrote

Unit 13 Page 6



Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

e 'ni chi gud Zhonggud cai méiyou?' is another question form. This question can be
formed in several ways:

Ni chi guoé Zhonggué cai MA?
Ni you méyou chi gudé Zhongguo cai?
Ni chi guo Zhonggud cai méiyou.

They are equally good questions.

o 'ging k¢' literally means 'invite a guest'. That implies that speaker will pay for anything
he/she offers.

e 'Bu hdo yisi' has no equivalent expression in English. Chinese people do not accept
offers directly. Usually they will reject for the first time. Or they say 'bu hdo yisi' to
accept it. It literally can be translated as 'l am really embarrassed...'
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Part III: New Sentence Modules

1. What cuisine do you like (to eat the best)? I like to eat ... (the best), because ...

WO |tebie

ZUi
tebié

ZUi

Conversational Mandarin Chinese

xihuan (cht) shénme (cai)?

xithuan (chr)

Zhonggud cai
Sichuan cai
Guangdong cai
Shanghai cai
Mé&igu6 cai

jT
rou

ya
shicai

Zhonggud cai
Sichuan cai
Guangdong cai
Shanghai cai

Mé&igu6 cai

jT
rou

ya
shicai

, yInwei

2. Is ... delicious?

hén hao cht

you yingyang

bijiao 1a

bijiao dan

bu tai xian

bu tai youni

hén nén

danguchun bu gao
dui shénti you haochu
(I') ydu gézhdng weéishéngsu

... hdocht bu haoch1?

hén

feichang
zhén

bu

yidiar dou bu

haocht
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3. Did you eat...? Yes, I ate.... No, I didn't eat...

Zhongguo cai
Mé&igu6 cai
Nichigué  |Sichuan cai méiyou?
Guangdong cai ma?
hanbaobao
bisabing
Zhongguo cai
Mé&igu6 cai
Wo chiguo Sichuan cai
meéiyou chiguo Guangdong cai
hanbaobao
bisabing
4. Do you usually eat ... or...?
: : _|£hongguo cai Mé&igué cai
Ni p‘mgchang chi | Me&iguo cai haishi Zhdngguo cai
yiban Shanghai cai Guangdong cai
hanbaobao bisabing
pingchang Zhongguo cai
Wo yiban cht |Meéigud cai
changchang Shanghai cai
bu chang hanbaobao
5. Do you often go to eat ...?
méitian dou
Ni méi xIngqT dou qu ch1 Zhongguo cai ma?
changchang

Bu chang qu chi

changchang qu cht _ o
yige xingqt qu chiyi ci Zhongguo cai
yige yué qu chiyi ci
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6. Can you cook Chinese food?

NI hui bu hui zué Zhdnggué cai?

hui

WO Ipi hui
ba tai hui

7. What can you cook?

Ni hui zud shénme cai?

W& hui zud

zud Zhongguo cai

gongbao jT
gingjiao niu
tiansuan rou
Béijing ya

Conversational Mandarin Chinese

8. Do you cook well? I cook well... The food I cook is ...

Ni Zhongguo cai zud DE hao bu hao?

Wo zud DE

hén hao
bu tai hao
bu hao
mamahadhi

W6 zud DE cai
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Part I'V: Practice Makes Perfect
Tell the following expressions in Chinese:

Chinese food, Western food, Sichuan food, Guangdong food

delicious, sweet, spicy, sour, salty, tasteless, greasy (oily), tender

pork, beef, chicken, shrimp, fish, vegetables, hamburger, pizza, milk

nutritious, good to health, cholesterol is not high, to have various types of vitamins
to be used to, to be used to eating, got used to

to be able to cook, to cook well

once a week, once a month, once a year, twice a week

How do you say the following sentences in Chinese?

I like Chinese food, because it is very delicious.

I like Chinese food, nevertheless I also like western food.
I drink milk every day, because it is very nutritious.

I drink milk, nevertheless I also drink soy bean milk.

I fairly like to eat Sichuan dish.

I like to eat Sichuan dish the best.

Answer the following questions in Chinese:

Ni yiban cht shénme cai, Zhonggud cai haishi M&iguo cai?
NI chT gud Zhdonggué cai méiydu?
Zhongguo cai haocht bu haocht?

Ni xthuan cht Sichuan cai ma?

Ni xtihuan bu xihuan Guangdong cai?
Sichuan cai la bu 1a?

Ni xihuan cht lade ma?

Ni méitian hé niunai ma?

Ni weishénme [why] méitian hé niunai?
Ni changchang qu ch1 Zhongguo cai ma?
Zhongguo cai ni cht de guan ma?

NI hui bu hui zud cai?

NI hui zud shénme cai?

What are you supposed to say in the following situations?

You want to invite your friend to a dinner.

You are invited to a dinner. Do you say 'thank you' immediately'?
Somebody is complimenting on your good cooking.

Tell three reasons explaining why you like to eat chicken.
Explain why you drink milk.
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Try to say the following paragraph in Chinese.

I am American. I like to eat American food, nevertheless I also like to eat Chinese food
very much, because Chinese food is very delicious. I particularly like Sichuan food,
because it is very spicy. I like spicy food. But my wife doesn't like spicy food. She likes to
eat sweet. We often go to Chinese restaurants to eat Chinese food. There is a Chinese
restaurant near our home. We go there once a month. But our daughters don't like
Chinese food. They are not used to eating Chinese food. They say that Chinese food is too
oily, not nutritious. They like to eat American food. They particularly like to eat pizza and
hamburger.
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