1967-81 Christmas Letters: Tom and Jane Stevens

This document includes copies of all the Christmas letters I wrote while married to Jane Stevens. I do not have any before
that time. I do not have letters for the years 1970, 1972, 1974, 1979

1967 Christmas Letter



vds this yesr.
, ; thought thet you
led letter then just a short

that in meny ways it bas been

illed 1o be bmck in California,

. home. Also, we were very happy to

_ Clavemont. Ws have wany friends bers
t, of me was left here or behind when I
Lave been sbout what my beliefs sre and

My expct expression of my present

T pressutly feel mxam much more

do. 5till I 1likely will end up

. 1 plan on going into the pestoral

ter I gradunte in Jure. I would like

n charge of counseling. However,

geling 80 these positions are hard to find at

or &bou
:ither serve my own cl

Lshop here 18 anti~-cow

v vary interesting. I have tried to combine much of my

unstdeling trainizhng, wy pest B religious beliefs, and

1 understandings. I have enjoyzd the experience mucho and

n doing i1t. I have zleo been counseling since Januvery at

oral Counszeling Center. It hes been a great experience.

7¢ been doing a lot of substituting{in bigh & junior high

ets). It peys well and 1t is very good expergéénce in deale
ids in general. This combined with Jane® Increased sulery

wuch higher income than we have been used to. Therefore

2lo%, end we have bought some of the kim things we have wanted

We got & '63 Chryesler Hew Yorker with sll accessories, &

color TV, end o @i plano for June. We are very pleased with a2ll of these.

Ve moved on cerpius du june and have enjoyed it tremendously. This is a wonder-
ful community %o live in. It's too bad the whole world can’'t be such a harmamiocy:
place. OF course we have conflicts, but they sre small in comparison to the
Triendlineas. There ig sn overall eiwosphere of friendliness, honesty with

each other, and commumnity.

This pest sumuer I ues wansger and orgenizer of a mim church=-leasgae softball
team. We pla) in o AAA Tastpitch league, but we finished last. We had a
great time though end I enjoyed playing dall after being away from it so long.
My other sports activitiles have been largely limited to golf. I have improved
my geme cowewhat so that I play in the 90's now, but I would like to get into
the 80'e. £¢411 1ts fup not tc have to spend all my time lookdng for bells and
hitting dubbed shots.

Jene has gotien a ruch betier class this year and is really enjoying teaching, |
This past week she directed 460 kids in a Christmas rehearssl--the big prod- '
ucticn Is next week. OShem says all the years should be like this. It was quite
change, becsuse last year she had some terridble mmzssg classes. ; :
Ve heve pecently been trylog to steart a family, but with little ldéck so far
Jane hos besn locsing sowe weight recently and is very prowd of 1t. I am al;
Last night wan wen® to a Christwes dence at & the school and had & lot o
BRMYIHE/MEEN  Jene has been publicity chalrmen of a wives organization kere
which has resily kept ber tusy(along with everything else). aolias

Ae Loy our éhristmes, we bope to have a good time with friends. There 1a
chence we mey be able to see the Rose Parege first herd with Stefans

“viends. Ed is pestor of a church on the route. . ¥







1968 Christmas Letter



Dear Friends and Relatives,

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all. So much has happened to us this
past year that we feel this is a good way to fill you all in on what we've been doing,
what we're doing now, and some future plans.

We are living in a four-bedroom--sparsely furnished with our furniture--modern
home in northern Huntington Beach, 92647--6072 Ivory Circle. It 1s a nice area and
the rent is high, but it's our first home and we're enjoying it. I even mede curtains
on our new-used sewing machine. Of course I bought 21 yards of the material instead
of 21 feet but that's not too unusual for me.

I've been substituting for several school districts about two days & week kinder-
garten through third only. So far I've really enjoyed these days. I've signed a con-
tract to teach a third grade full-time beginning January 6th so back I go. I'm kind
of looking forward to having my own class again.

We've been lucky enough to make several close friendships in this area and are
enjoying dancing, parties, and get-to-gethers. We are also keeping in touch with our
old friends in the Claremont and other areas. This summer my gister, Edna, came out
to spend three weeks with ue soon after we moved in. So we had a good visit together.
Then my brother, his wife, and their four children came and spent a week with us so
our house was truly a full house. We really enjoyed having them sll with us and showing
them around some of Southern California's many sttractions.

We have a part German Shepard pup we found lost at the church onme Sunday evening
about two months ago. He's very good-natured, he's housebroken, and so he makes a mess
of our back yard. We call him "King" and he really is a fun dog.

Tom thought he had better throw in his 2¢ worth here so you would know that he is
still around. BSo here he goes. It seems that over the last three or four years I have
grown progressively worse at writing letters. I do exchange tapes with members of my
family and with the Stefans in Wisconsin; however I hate to write. I hope this letter
says it all. I enjoyed my final semester at the School of Theology at Claremont last
spring. Near the end we felt very sentimental because we were leaving a place which
bad become home for us the past few years, even though we did not always live there.

It was sad to leave so many friends who werc so handy to visit. OFf course several of our
friends had already left.

At Methodist Annual Conference at Redlands at first it seemed like I might have a
problem finding a good place to work. However, by the end of the week I had my choice
of two positions which were both fairly attrective to me. One was in Lompoc, near Van-
denberg Air Force base on the coast, and the other was here at First United Methodist
Church in Long Beach. I chose Long Beach largely becsuse it was more urban. I enjoy
the urban area more and think I can learn more asbout our society that way. I have
been here since July 1. I of course have mixed reactions to it. 1In many ways the church
is 80 tied to rather trivial traditions and outdated beliefs that in its quagmire it
is unable to function effectively or efficiently. Men whose talents and time could
be spent directly doing some good are tied down in wasteful committee meetings which
are very ineffective. I find that only & very few hours a week of my time are spent
doing anything that uses my training. At that I still strongly resist many of the
wasteful demands on my time. Yet there is also a bright side. It is very interestiyg
working with the youth, and our youth group has become very strong, though still + B R
I have enjoyed forming Basic Encounter groups and working with them, and I enjoy my
work at the Memorial Counseling Center where I spend about 24 hours & week. I have




150 enjoyed some of the special programs I have participated in such as & Friday supper

iorum series at the Armed Services YMCA, an experimental worship service this Sunday,
and various other things we have done. S

I still have plans on getting my Ph.D. in psychology. I am epplying to various
schools this year, and I hope to be accepted for next fall. After that I intend to

teach, do research &/or counseling, etc. I am finding that the competition is extremely
tough, so I will feel lucky to be admitted to a program.

Jane and I have felt rather isolated in our home so far from friends, but as she
said we have made new friends. We have especially enjoyed going to dances and parties,
which is something we have not done & lot of before. ILast summer we greatly enjoyed
going to the beach which is only a few miles away from our home. We also enjoy
getting away from the thick smog which is so bad in the reglons inland. In Huntington
E-ach the weather is almost perfect, though it gets a little foggy in the winter. Lat
surmer it rarely got over B0, and we only neesed our air-conditioner twice. In the

vter it is usually in the 60's or 70's during the day. The only thing ve miss from
vimrcmont is the mountains.

For Christmas we are taking our High School-College MYF group to San Francisco
whots we will stay in a church. We will be gone 6 days altogether, and the kids are

r=n v looking forward to it. So are we though there will be some headaches involved
TOO.

Well, I've taken up golf again, and I bought a new set of clubs--used. My scores
ara zradually getting lower, but they're still not where I1'd like them to be. I shoot
i+ th> 90's and I would like to shoot in the 80's. There is a beautiful course here

wr-h is also very cheap. The Los Angeles Rams practice in the same park. 1 was very
+:zappointed to see them lose the Western Division title.

Wwell, I guess I had better close out. I try to make up for not sending letters

cilcr times in the year and for not sending personal letters for Christmas by being
wordy in our mimeographed one.

Merry Christwas and have a Happy New Year--1969%

God Bless and Keep you.

Jane and Tom Stevens
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1969 FROM TOM & JANE STEVENS
45-090 Namoku, G-2; Kaneohe, Hawali 96Tkl

DEAR

We hope you enjoy getting a "form letter" from us. The last two years we sent one,

and we received a lot of good comments about them. Its the only way we know to fill
everyone in on what we have been doing. This past year has been very interesting.

Tom was accepted into the University of Hawaii's Ph. D. program in psychology and offered
a teaching assistantship in April. He worked at First United Methodist Church of Long
Becch until the end of June when his appointment expired. We found out latuz 4n

Junc that Jane had been refused a contract in Hawaii because they said she applied

too late. Actually they had granted a $2000 pay increase and there was a much smeller
turnover.

In June we moved our things to the church in a storage room 8o we wouldn't have to pay
rent and headed east to visit our folks. We enjoyed visiting two of Jane's sisters and
» brother and their femilies in Oklshoma City. We also enjoyed seeing our old home and
hearing sbout & few old friends. Next we picked up Tom's mother in Dallas end the
three of us headed morth to Chicago to visit Tom's brother, Ron, and his new wife, Judy,
whom we had never met. On the way we passed through the Ozark Mts. and visited Ann & Al
Crosbie and family. Al is one of Tom's old college buddies whom we haven't seen in four
yeers. This was the first time we had been in Chicago. - As mayor Yorty once reported-
ly said of Los Angeles, "It's a nice place to be mayor of, but I wouldn't want to live
there." We also saw the Stefan's end visited with them awhile. E4d is an old seminary
buddy end hes moved to Ohio where he is teaching in a small college. We visited more -
old seminary friends, the Sperbers, in Bloomington. Ray now works for State Farm.

On returning we went to Marshall, Texas where we spent about 10 days with Jane's parents.
We also met another new inlaw, Susan's husband Ray. He is now stationed in Tenmn.
Next, we headed for California and home--though we really didn't have a home anymore.
We kind of felt like vagabonds most of the summer. We stayed at some friends', the
Binckes, home in Huntington Beach not far from where our rented home had been. Due to
the fact that his vecation came up for the same time we needed to stay there, we didn't
get to see much of them--they went to Tahiti for two weeks. We especially appreciated
their letting us use their home while they weren't there. We really enjoyed our time
there. For the first time in the summer we didn't feel rushed. We had really enjoyed
seeing so many people we hadn't seen in so long, but this also felt very good. We got
all our things including our Chrysler on the boat immediately. For transportation
we bought a $70 used Honda 50cc. It was shot, but we had a bell on it. It would only
go 30 miles per hour. At one point we even ventured to Claremont--40 miles away--to
. see the Luches and ol g_ig‘nta. We carried a big bag full of the clothes we needed strap-
) sed to the Honda. Wexhed a big night out in a rented V. W. We saw Mancini and Johmny
Mathis at the Greeck theater in Hollywood. We also got together with somwe old friends
like the Knowles; Zavitzes; and the Estabrooks, who took us to the airport. We sold the
Honda for $60. So on to Hawaii. G
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ance here we stayed with Ignacio and Patty Castuera. Ignacio is another old seminary
riend--this one is the minister of a church! Patty is e very pleasant addition to the
old bachelor's life. We bought a Honda 90 for transportation, which I later drove

over the Mts. to school. We found housing outrageously high and poor in quality accross
the board. Nothing was less than $125 near Honolulu. A one-bedroom concrete block,
very plain apartment goes for about $175 to $250 per month without utilities. We were

very fortunate. We found a place at Pohai Nani--¢ UMC retirement center. They were
renting them out, because they have not had enough retired people here. We pay $160
including utilities for a nice, one-bedroom cottage. It is modern, has & yard, and

has & beautiful view. However, there is no oven. We borrow our neighbors when we need
to bake. It seems strange, but we have no héater ond don't need one. However, we

have end need an air-conditioner. We live on the Windward side of the island about

10 miles mccross the mountains from Honolulu. The area is about the most beautiful

we have ever seen. Although the residential areas do not compare to those in LA area

or most other places for besuty of yards or homes. Generally they are not well kept.
The oceen here is a beamutiful blue-green in certein places and very clear. The mts.

are rugged looking and greem the year around. Waikiki is small, but swings. It
consists largely of one street which runs near the beach, end is packed with high-rise
hotels and night clubs and small businesses. Don Ho plays here about one week per month.

The first two months we were here, we were in financial hot water. Jane couldn't get
a job because she was 'overqualified' for all secretarial type jobs;and since she is
a teecher, firms realized she would gquit as soon as she got a contract. In October she
got a contract to teach a first-grade cless. Its a smell class of 16 children who have
learning prohlems. Many are young first-graders. Her school is in Kailua--only about
four miles away. We ocelebrated by having our first big night out in Waikiki. Tom also
‘ ,as able to fullfill an old wish by buying a Triumph Spitfire sports-car for his car.
lom has had good news for his Ph. D. requirements. There is a strong possibility that
we can leave after just two years instead of three. Although he would have to finish
is dissertation in California. But he could begin teaching full-time in fall 1971.
With his M. A. he only needed ol hours plus language, which he's had, exams, and disserts
tion. He has so far been a lowly teaching assistant, assisting in courses. However,
next semester he will teach a psychology introduction course.

We have reorganized an under 72 club in connection with Kailua UMC here. It's a social
group where couples ages add up to under 72. It had been going for several years, but
had fellen apart. So far we've had a pot-luck in our cottage in October, bowling and
pizze in November, and will be having e progressive dinner in December. It's one way
ve are trying to make new friends in Hawaii. Tom may also teach a New Testament course
at Ignacio's church, but has some question as to whether that will help or hurt Ignacio,
Jince many church members have & difficult time accepting what modern scholarship has

to say about the New Testament. However, with the great courage of their leader and
prophet, Ignacio, we will press on. :

Hawaii 1s e different experience. People dress very casually--long Muu Muu's for evenin
werr and sendles with everything. Sendals and light cotton dresses, usually sleeveless
during daytime(unless working in an air-cénditioned office). Temperature varies from ab
70 to 85 in the daytime and 65-75 in the evening all year around. However, it is mﬁ
numid. It slso reins a lot where we are. On Oshu alone rainfall veries from about 10 &
200 inches depending on location. We get some slight showers almost every day. Jane now
hes a Muu Muu or two, but Tom insists on short ones. He thinks long ones are criminal.
( le11, were about out of space. So has been our year--how sbout yours?

MERRY CHRISTMAS. AND HAPPY NEW YEAR, -’










NO 1970 CHRISTMAS LETTER



1971 Christmas Letter



ele Kalikimaka (lerry thristmas),

nother yedar has pussed since we've written 0 or he
you. uthers we've corresponded with since lagt Lhris

s olways 2 new (hristmes has relocated us in a new
we noved less than a nile from our last apartment. wur )
you are keeping our addresses in pencil) is 15kt Idholiho Str
202, Honolulu, Haweii 96022, iel. No. 521-556U. This move wa
a different reason thmn previous yesrs. |/e needed a second !
our new addition to the fardly who is expected around J ama
hopes its 2 boy == but we'll take whatever it is.

This year Tom ig a psychology instruc'bcr at Hmolulu
teaching three 3=h !
courses in adjus is favorite part of the coux
modificztion proje he assigns to students. £
project on changing one of his own or another persor
serester students do literally dozens of extremely béne
or exonple one student who has repeatedly tried to _:-

vten he saw o cigarrette or was in a situ.tion where he
wonted to smoke, he mgmed thot awful experience
desire to smoke. He doesn't even like to be arou d o
nother student used tokens to be traded in for surfi
cougin's stiention span in reading. His cousin sydpe
disability". nother student had his wife administer
for being conpllmmt.a-y and not being crit:.cal (23 he

lori's work on his /h.b. in psychology from the Um.
is moving along steadily if only slowly. He has essen
21l requirements for the degree except his dissertation enc
exanination (which is usually a fornality). le has been
because his interest in #pplying people's imoginati to
behavior is similar to the current interest of Ir. "zt §
Staats liked the huge (160 page single~spaced paper pape
cogitive iehavior Ch to meet his preliwinary .
only hes Ir. S.aats % very helpful to his other
a nationally knoum psydaoloy.st who has written

vooks within recent years. Br. ataats ﬁ.'ll;
totion committeo.

Tom is also dn:lng fanily
he is not getting paid :
(vhich he will need to g

learned to a eounmuag‘aqt
;;ob in ba:m’aum.a soan=-uh
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June to look for a job. (If you hear of ay, let us lmow.
critically short in college teaching even though class si

«om has teken up Tennis recently because he has not played go
hurt his back last spring. However, through steady exercise 1
gotten mich better; it bothers him very little now. . speci
hinm that one leg is about 1/2 inch shorter than the other, so
@ pad in one shoe now. lan, it sure feels good to be able
normally again! : L

Tom has bullt a sort of workshop in about 1/3 of baby's room. |
put in refinished plywood panels so he can close it rom th
the rcom. le has a new radial amm saw which we got last spr

thought we'd beim in a home this year. He's used it to build
needed and loves worlting with it. Tk R

it
f

Wie recently held a p the social science department at HCC
really enjoyed it. Vel de some new friends this year, bu
every year that we make ends hers, they move away the

if they are trying to tell us something?) they all go to Lalifor
Utherwise, our social life has been rather meager since we
there really is quite a bit to do in Honolulu. The 7
disastercus here. Our lzyor has rightfully comp ared it to
of Berlin (except that our federal governuent took some

Jone tewght on a 3 on 2 Team at the first/second grade
year. bShe didn't like it as well as self-contained tead
by second semester felt quite at home with 'nn and Charlott
She's on maternity leave since the first of September until
If we stay in Howali, next year will probably find her back
Elementary Classroom. Its way too expensive to live

Jme's worked about a month and 1/2 for Mmpower £illin
in ‘upust and September. Since then we've moved, she
friends did the moving. e advertised at Univ. of Haw
typist and she's had some colls and brought in some
@ used baby bed (we were given) and an o0ld ® chest
shelves which are also purple. , e

Tom made two trips back to California this
the National 'ssociation of ’sychologist
again with Jane for further job looking
June until end of July. Gee what a gre

This was by far the nicest vacztion ve
favorite places, new scenery, re
in jong veach with Joan and .
to vigit with (hope Loug and C
denj. ‘hen to Jan and Tom Ui
& vigit with them to
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Then to our old haunt=-Dismeylend before mv:l.ng to &nﬂv
in Upland for ° ~asagne with them in their big new home and vis
their 3. Un to T.', area to /atti and Ignacio Castueras’ to
mth them and hava a good visit with them and their brothers.

end Colin Zavitz's and wild flings through China Town, Bush (
and Colin loved the soft pretzels and Jo'nn and they loved the W
at 'hmmsen Theatre, ilollywood Dowl. Then tired and happy on
‘rvin Tuch's spartment at the School of Theology in Claremont
get together with lots of the seminary students to view (for
surrounding Lth of July fireworks. Sue almost knocked J:ne
vhen we first arrived! ‘lso visited shortly with Nancy -ad_
the Tuch's. 'nd a favorite drive to lit. 3aldy.

{n to two nights at Samta Jarbara in " .otel 6" where we mm
Italian restaurant -- more spegetti t.han even Jane could eat.
the scenery, walked lots. On to Solvang where Tom spent mo:
weeks allowance (for e 8 on trip) on pastries and Jane on
evenings in Carmel at 6 walking around there &nd |on :
got hair cut and we fou neat lexicon resteurant. (n to Sam ¥
area, in ralo Alto we stayed with Jane's old roommate Judy and he
Chris Jove and their daughter. walked around Stanford Univ. and s
shortest play we'd ever seen -~ thought it was only interrdseion bu
over == "The Beard” (1 hour). Good visit with them. ‘hree nig
Hotel in San Fran. where we mainly used our legs and cable
around. Its a great place to vigit--(wouldn't went to live there
Toured the Cannery, Cheradeli Square, derkeley Campus, Fishermsn
Say Tour, Sausilito, and a girlie show. (ne evening in no

on way up coast. St

Sta;red with Tom's old 0.U. buddy Steve lambert and h:i.l ﬂf
(regon, near ‘ortland. Jackie showed us meny waterfalls
scenery while poor Steve worked. On the weekend we all
drive to see the ocean, falls, mountains. Tom and Steve had
their two dogs in rapids (small ones) swimming and
for the dogs to fetch (no not Tom to fetch). O‘ragua u--
le also got to romp in the snow on lit. Hood? =

Un to Ruth and Dave Sharrards (last stop) mm, ‘
Viashington, near Seattle. Ve saw lots of local m* M
the way there is breathtakingly beautiful and ¢
Seattle and underground old Seattle. Ii'mr
around with Sharrards. Had a good,
a week. Ruth helped out lots on me
clothes--really started oii our gath
trip. This short m aynapm (

an idec. :

Not only have we dono a 1@'&.






1973 Christmas Letter



IAPPY HOLIDAYS anﬂanndiwum,"

thie has beon anothor exeiting year in our livoa (io thara
Thare have boen a lot of luportant changes. Afer

at Whittler Gellero for 1972-73 teaching psysholony, ad
the Phl'o geen wo “mreatly outmamider sho availablo toaching jobn
ho% leads, but thoy had como o nothin: as of late :m At th
seondd that Jone's job-humting was also gotting no |
Thon within two days Tom received two emecollent job offe
1n a county neutal hoalth elinic in Placerviile, aboud |
The pay was very good. Ile would have boen in charge of m
which was at Lake fohoo—and tho country was very bo
slicge was the leaser paying pesition (of course) od a
Californie Stato Unive : :
the pay i3 nol aearly
in addition wo will lm

mpermsion e needs for hio state liecnao

Since Ton accopted that job everything has gone ri@t {Inﬂ;
First we wont on a really grect vacation up tho coost all the
and Victoria -~ boauly wibounded. Wo saw "old® friends whom
lagt tine wo sponged off nwat of then-~the Loveg, Lanber
Shorrards -- and very briefly Jane'a brother's family.
Peingula(sp?) ..:m;xlnz; all tho wy with the Lanborts aad
dauzhtor) and two motley doge Shat love to swln and net
dryof’ Wahedaﬁﬁrlwindtmofﬁoamﬂtth -3
atteapiing to caich up with thelr seings on ;
hona, We had c'vimwly had a good vieil ui%h-; tha I.duc
also visitod Ghiredolli Square with thom. Wo visfted with
has o churel near the Olympla hmry !michmalm: ‘
their firat tonnic mateh (Dave wos bolng polite). DBut
that ho lel Davo win the roob by pratiy hig gccres, O
- wipll u:‘..th the Luches--thoy'd besu ranbtsd tha ni‘ '

-Mntminutoca}d.i’amut&ogmdm”
~ %hat ho had reccived his Ph.D. in - fron
 weeks into the senostor, after we had all - §
 full-tine m%mmuwmw.







Jans, Tom, Tin e

Yot another change. Wo droamed we would live in tho sane
not gol They raisod tho rant 50 and tho possibility of a
rorcurmhominamurso].una o owr annual
bodroon apartnent (down fron a lovoly four bedroon hous).
playsromd facilitios for Tim, and sontral plm for
& nonth whe's complainiag!

Sinco the soncstar startod Tou and Jano have been very
vary little lotier wiriting or commmnicating with fri

80 uuch new to learn on his Joh that Tom hao spent a !
on 1t. na m:aa hia jobvuymohandllkw th_-

Assertion x‘rainig, Progran® and luding a based upon
doveloping a "Dating Assortivenass Pro in which shy, 1
will have "proctice g® wlth a number of azhw otudonte
will also receive in and help in what to do on

{you'd botter belie Jana's staff is alse mt»iﬁ
works ﬁmiadmnmﬂmtomﬂdmﬂpmwb&

TIM -~ how to describonnalmst:!ymaldtowﬂ
te thooo who have thore is no noed. Of courso "ours is
continual surpirse, now discoverios overy day, ho has
Says words, but nol gentencog yet. Ue haven't begun
weﬁaveammw:ysum:lam % co
her § oonth daughtor axd 5 yoar old boy. [le's happy, lot
inte overy cupboard stage now—thank hoavens)., fHis top
tho uottonhalfa«aya the sano - ad.:e!,mmm&f

Our new address: wm wmm M. #:m



NO 1974 CHRISTMAS LETTER



1975 Christmas Letter



—ey AL LA Wi Ry

' liorry Christwns and Happy ilew Year to All,

We've been in our first "owned" hone for over a year. We love the beautify
it Lownhouse community only 5 blocks from the Pacific. We have lobts of ¢
a beautiful central recreation area with a huge pool, sauna, jacuzzi, ete. Our
anit is beside a beautiful green area and ono of the 4 secondary pools with a
belt running behind. We organized a "volleyball group" of youngish couples
lias continucd in other social activities. Since Claremont School of "fheo_]zuﬁ\ e
wo have always wonbad a small comnunily within the larger urban cmtromeh‘hﬁhﬁ ey

really onjoy the phyasical and social environment here. Our plants are growing
like wild, lush and beautiful, Tom has made us a beautiful rouzh wool dining
roon set, we've recently purchased a brown nogahide couch and now Tont's framing
blow-up's of some of our beautiful Hawnii slides to rill in some of tho
spaces on ow walls. '

tim is almost four —- in February "76. He's 44 pounds and 3% feet tall. Knows
his colors, his whole mame, partial address, a few letters, counts well to 12.
He's had four stitches im the back of his head recently to help balance out the
& he had in front about yoars ago. Knock on wood--no high tenperatures or
convulsions since a year ago November! Perhaps he's outgrown that., Ile goes
to a church pre school Tuesday and Thursday mornings and loves it, ''o are now
in the process of finding a new babysitter for him the rest of our working time
as our previous one has just decided to separate from her hushand and move away.
9o we've a little interviewing ahead of us during the holidays. We've always
felt quite fortunate with the wonderful ladies who have cared for Tinm throusgh the
. years. He's a happy, independent, strong willed but mild mannered child—a
real joy!

Tom has really been enjoying his work this year. The course "Career and Fersonal
Ixplorations," for which he received a Chancellor's grant to develop last year
has been very successful. There are now five sections with about 225 students
ench semesler with about 20 small groups. The demand is much greater. He led
workshops to train counselor's, etc., from all over the state in various work-
shops. He wrote the book and workbook that goes with the material it includes
sections on self-rmousrcient, life problem-solving, making a carecr decision, !
and life planning, an' job search skills, This year he is extending his struetur
learning modules appronch to assertion training and other personnel skills
development. !'e ig bezinning work on a new project to develop video-taped
modules to “rain poople in various social and personal skills such ag ass
communication, decision-making and self-management. Rl

I stay busy with a first/second grade combination of average and a
students. A rood class that keeps me "thinking" and planning and
Giving timo to Tim on evenings and weckends and vacations. Our busy
1ife which includes about one weelkend a month in Santa Barbara, .
Palm Springs. Also housework type chores ugh! And of course
by ourselves occasionally. e are going to las Vegas for
and londay prior Lo Christmas and see some shows -- first
really done thai for 10 years—a teacher friend is poing to
vhile we tale off. e

. Qur trip last swamer was to San Francisco, Lake Tahoo

- 2y weecks off. 1iy folks came and visited for 6 days and
wibching my parents really enjoy Disneyland, Balboa I
Hollywood area, ote, ete, OSuch is a brief rundown
lebt us h ‘

M ' sqmo.:nbout j;,m\rs: i St “"?f.,{ : :
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Merry Christmas to all...

We are aboui to celebrate our third Christmas in the same house =-- that's a'hard
one to believe —- a first for us! We really do enjoy our home and surrounding
envirunment,

We hope it's been as good a year for you all as it has been for us, I've (Jane)
tinally achieved tenure after only 10+ years of teaching. These past 2+ years
at Warren school in Garden Grove have been really nice ones (so of course were
many of my teaching years in tne past). Except for the usual trials and tribu -
lations of handling 3¢ 6, 7, and & year olds, and the interaction problems of
adults on an elementary school staff under E.C.E. and E,S.E.A. (Early Childhood
Education and Elementary and Secondary Education Act guidelines and monies) pro-
grams with the trials and challenges that accompany it, its been exciting and
rewarding.

Of course the biggest joy of Tom's and my day to day life is Tim, At almost 5
he is going through all the wonderrul growth both physically and mentally and
also socially that a normal, happy almost five goes through, Makes the world
seem constantly new, exciting, puzzling as seen through his questions, "In-
finity" is a word he uses quite often now and he is learning to do +'s, He's
in lMontessori school this year and they are working on fine motor control and
thinking skills now, All of this a precedent to beginning reading which he
should get into later this year. Tim believed Captain Hook was shooting at
Jesus when Peter Pan was being shot at up in the clouds in PETER PAN because
that's where Jesus is.

Besides tull weeks of working, school and house-related tasks we also always
schedule in on an "A" priority basis family day on Wednesday at'ternoon from
around 4P,M. to 6;30 or 7:00 when we go for short drives, eat out cheaply and
just visit and talk to each other away from home., We switch back and forth

on Thursdayis with the Binckes (Jan and Tom and Garet and Elna) have been close
friends tor about 8 years now., Tickets to Music Center plays, eating out, visit-
ing with our Beachwalk (our developments name) group ot couples on first Friday
of each month, dancing, visiting other friends, side trips overnight to Palm
Springs, San Diego, Santa Barbara help to keep us from getting too bored with
beautiful (though sometimes smoggy) Southern California life.

I (Tom) have been excited about the work I have been doing this year. I am
continuing to spend gquarter-time corrdinating the Career and Personal Explora-
tions course this year for about 350 students per semester of 5, Z~unit sections
and about 20 groups. Our results of this project, which is in its third year
have been very encouraging and a monograph I wrote on it is about to be published.

I have started a new project, I call it Personal Skills Training--primarily
Self-management (self-exploration, goal-setting, problem-solving, time-management,
and self-motivation) and Social (communication, assertive behaviors/skills,
management, meeting people/conversational skills, etc.,), The modules are "med-
iated" (put on audio or videotape) with workbooks, and are entirely self-instruc-

-
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; tional., They are divided into three phases--Phase I: learning concepts/rules,

. Phasell: getting taped feedback, dnd Phase IIl: programming to use it in their
daily life, I am currently working on two series myself: one on self-manage-
ment and one on how to convince others to change their behavior, Most of the
other modules are being created by graduate students for their thesis., They
also experimentally test the results on college students, So far results have
been very encouraging, It looks as if we are among a very few people in the
country doing this, and I hope to get funding for enlarging our project and
gcetting it established on other State University campuses, I am also hoping
to get my own series published. We are also revising our textbook,

After getting beaten so badly at tennis by one of my best friends--Dave Cleve-
land, who visited us from Hawaii this summer--I decided to play more often.

I started playing about 3-5 times/week and have moved up from about <Ouh to

4th on the “C" division in the Huntington Beach Tennis Club, I am also joining.
a private club nearby (as my main Christmas present in advance), Besides tennis
I have been swimming 3=6 times/week, riding my bise, and doing all the family
things Jane has mentioned, We also love the 1972 Porsche 914 that we bought
last Spring, Besides being great fun, having a removeable roof, and being a
status symbol, it also gets super mileage--26 city and 31 highway on regular
gas.

We almost forgot to mention the latest addition to our family--Happy (a cockapoo
dog). We decided to let Tim name him, and he chose the name "Happy," because

he makes me happy." Tim is such a joy. Recently I was invited to speak to about
150 preschool mothers and I enjoyed teach.ng them some of the behavior mod

[‘ techniques that we have learned which have helped make parenting such a joy and
Tim such a happy, mature almost 5 year old, I wish that everyone knew about
themn,

Last summer's trip was about a month from mid-July through mid-August up the
coast to Vancouver, Canada, We've done this three times now and thoroughly
enjoyed almost all of the trip each time, I say almost because two of the three
times we've really been disappointed in the fog that surrounded the apex of

our trip -- Vancouver, But our new segment thi. time of the Oregon coast made
up for that disappointment (well, almost). We again stayed with the Luch's

(Sue and Arvin —- seminary friends) in Portland, Oregon and the Sharrard's

(Ruth and Dave and Aaron and Mark) -- also semi.ary friends in Seattle tor several
days each, Henewing old times and catching up on new interests really aaded
that warm touch that cuts through the traveling for long tim.s. We also visited
for a day with Steve and Jackie Lambert and Carrie and Rusty in San Francisco --
another good visit with them, The natural beauty of the coast, a few side

trips along the way to a saw mill, a cheese factory, shops, rorts, ete, really
made it a good, relaxing trip.

Tom insists on saving at least one copy of our Christmas letters each year, he
calls it our year's diary in short., Of course we're sure each of you treasure
our letters as much as we do -- ha! Hope we hear a littie of your year's
adventures -- have a wondertul 196! : :
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We've had a very exciting and eventful 1977 as we hope you all have. The biggest

,\, nine countries--England, Holland, Denmark, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy,
E__;:onoco, and France. Our favorite by far was Switzerland for its beauty. We have

‘;:jfent has to be our trip to Europe this past summer, We spent about 36 days in

slides 8nd a new projector to show thenm on which was our gift to ourselves with
Mom Stevens' help for Christmas this year, We have yet to impose them on friends
but will at the drop of a hint =~ so don't hint if you don't want to see them and
we won't show thenm. i

Jéh and Tonm Binckes "old" friends kept Tim the entir& European trip time. He had a
ball with them and Elna and Garet (@ and @7) at the time, Tim had a trip to Catalina
on the Binckes' boatlots of time in their townhouse pool, went to the circus with theam
etc, etc. He's growing so fast--size 6X pants and 8-10 shirts. Stood in Jane's class
line and she couldn't find him because he fit right in (that's second graders). He's
in Montessori School for Kindergarten now. We're not really impressed with this
Montessori but do believe in lots of their philosophy. He will be in the public
school near us next year., Jane has been teaching him to read using Open Court

method —— a phonics approach and he's really coming along quite well, He learned

to swin last summer al a nearby recreation department swimming lesson program for

two weeks, He also had lots and lots of practice in our townhouse pool next to

us and at Jan and Tom's., Next year perhaps soccer., We'll see.

Jane is tleaching a straight second grade this year and is teamed with a different
teammate, The new teammate's name is Waneta Kessler and we have our children (@54)
spread out into three regular classrooms part of the day., Jane is really enjoying
the challenge of the reorganization and planning that goes into it. She has a
paid aide all morning still provided under ECE and ESEA funds., She also has
supervision of three high school girls, and sbout three mothers for an hour a week
of volunteer time. So she feels like an unpaid administrator but its never boring
and always fun. She loves teaching and the children at this age.

Ton's job has largely been a continuation of what it was last year—-half of his

job is coordinating the & Career and Personal Explorations classes and establishing
‘the Personal Skills Training Center in which students can complete self-instructional
videotaped learning modules on self-management and interpersonal skills (which

were developed and tested by counselors, faculty, and graduate students under Tom's
auspices),. The other half was counseling, He also (with Pat Gerlach) completed the
revised edition of the text A Cuide To Better Self-Manarement and Career P
In addition he has ctaught 13 one-unit weekend workshops in the past months o earn
extra money for our itrip and existence, These workshops included Self-lanagement Train
ing, Assertion Training, and Behavior Modification for Teachers (which Jane also co-
taught). Enrollments were generally high and students have been giving ratings averag-
ing over 8.0 on a 1-9 rating scale., Tom also presented a synposium with Bob Cash at
the American Psychological Association Hational Convention in San'Franciscokiﬁmlhgnst
on his "mediated Learning Modules", and he got tenure and a promotion to the quivilant
of Associate Professor at SCULB., The only dissappointment was a rejection of a filmstr
cassetie program by one publisher and the delay in decision by another publisher. Tom'
only other feeling is that he can't believe that he has been in one spot doing such
similar work for /% years now. He loves what he does and the location, but feels odd
being so "settled", ’ : g oh ¥ ]

Our recreation has been similar to other years, except that we huxu=spgﬁglngrgaqzlﬂi§
free time in our own area and less taking short trips (overnighters). We still
enjoy our weekly fanily night in which we typically go to Lido Village on :
Bay or some such place. But our weekends find us at home more with Tom p
tennis Sat, and Sun mornings early with a short afternoon Sunday outing te Lagun
We also have gone into LA for concerts and plays nuch more often, averaging more

than 1T nawn mandl Pridan Pasi iy se ' Uiacy o il 3
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(36 times per week) and improved quite a bit. He joined the SeaCliff Tennis Club a ¥
ago and has loved playing there--its only about 3 minutes from our house, Last

year when he joined, he lost his first round match in a "C" level tennis tournament.
This year he won his first round in an "A" level tournament in the same club., Tim
also has been developing an interest (no surprise) in sports and is doing well for
someone his age. He came from an initial great resistence o the water (couldn't

do it in the past because of ear problems) to the level of loving it and swimming

like a fish in a few weeks, He and Tom also go out and play baseball, tennis, and
Soccer as often as Tom has time and whenever Tim can talk Tom into it.

Incidently, we did take some trips in addition to our European vacation. We went to
San Francisco via Monterey/Carmel last Christmas and spring vacations. So much
happened on our European trip that it frustrates both of us to even begin

about it here. Tom adds that we flew to London on July 15 via a World Airlines 747,
_ Stayed 2 nights in London, 3 in Ansterdam, 3 in Copenhagen, 1 in Cologne, 1 in
Hiedelberg, 2 in Lucerne, 2 in St. Moritz, 1 in Zermatt, 3 in Lucerne (our high point
was here), 2 in Munich, 3 in Vienna, 1 near Venice, 2 in Florence, 1 in Monte Carlo,
4 in Paris, 'and 4 in London, and 1 in Brighton (due to the airline strike). We got
from city to city via railroad (First Class) using our Eurail passes except where
water was concerned we used hovercraft or ferries (of course), The tmins for the
most part were fantasticl The scenery;, relaxation and people we metvwere all

great (Tom of course brought along his portable recorder with headphones so he could
have cassette music Wtherever he went), The only part on the trains that was a little

weak was our sacked warm pop, beer, cheeses, meat, and stale bread., Sights were
great, bathrooms interesting, ete, ete. .

This year we are looking forward to seeing Tom's brother Ron and his wife Judy after
not having seen them for 8 years. Rom lives in Chicago and hésrecéntly completed
law school about a year and a half ago and is currently working for the Federal
Government as an attorney, His wife Judy is kind of a "girl Friday" for a politician
in Chicago. We are going to meet them and Mom Stevens in Phoeniz in and mround
Judy's Parents' home after Christmas. Mom Stevens retired in October and has bought
but not yet moved into her home in Green Valley, south of Tucson, Arizona.

% ;WW
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NIRRT CARISTHAS 1971 :
We realized the other day that thls was one year thut

rush getting our Christmas letter out because at last Wm
live, e used to hurry to get our cards send early so others waulé
%0 send us their cards., It seems that this year has lpss "nm*
since many things haven't changed too much,
One of the highlights of the year was our trip up the Ca.ltrm,
Washington Coast to Vancouver (3.C.) and Victoria and amm ﬂm

to Banff and Lake Louise. We camped out most of the time but es

staying with our old ds--the Lamberts and the Luches, Ue had mad
trip three times before, but this was our first trip iato the interior of
We got all our camping gear, tennis gear, ete. into our Porsche m hﬁ
our spare tire home again (so much for the necessi.tiss). It was a seaut
The coast and Rockies were so beautiful to drive through. Tim and T
a canoe together across Lake Louise while Jane prayed a 10‘5,. t!m;ﬁm
highlights for Tim and Tom. -
Also Jane and Tim flew back to Dallas, Texas to visit her
able to spend some time with each of her brothers and si,-stér;iﬁ :
her folks in the wonderful 1004 heat spell at end of m mx'
a good visit for all and gave Tim a chance to really lmlar
aunits and uncles are, *
Onc of the unhighlights of the summer,uhile {
effort of wallpapering our entrance hall, living-d
den--4 solid days of work and misery*-—but fw a1
Tia changed to Smith (public school)
has been hard for him to adjust since tht







iom, Jane, Tim - // l\ X _ j.ly(:{ T

still has a little trouble concentrating on his academics (he's physically and ..
socially active), but is doing very well in his reading and math., e feel the
public school is much betier than the lontessori one was, He is learning quite
a bit faster, Tin also started Peellee Soccer this year, His team was entirely
composed of beginners and had to play many teams who had played last season.
They started off the year very slowly, but have improved quite a bit and won
sone games (at last)., He was a little discouraged for awhile but now is playing
much better and is much happier. (Tim says he likes baseball and Tennis better
~- which Tom and he have been playing off and on for several years).

Tom has been at Cal State Univ,, Long Beach for 5% years now. He has
continued expanding his Life Skills Training program (of counseling, audio-and
video-taped learning modules, research, etec.), but has stopped coordinating the
Career and Personal Explorations classes which are continuing as they were, He
and Pat Gerlach also rewrote their text for the course. However, he has become
a little restless——feeling somewhat limited by his position, resources, and pay.
fe has begun to think more about what new directions he may go in the future.

He is interested in training and has begun learning about computers and the use of .
computer based instruction, He has also continued teaching his Assertion Training, .
Self-lanagenent Training, and Behavior Management training workshops at CSUL3,

UC Irvine, and otherplaces. He has really enjoyed doing these and they have mm |
give us much needed additional 33,

Hany things have not changed: Tom plays a lot of tennis; we enjoy coamts,,
plays, and weekend trips, fanily days out on Wednesday af‘ternoona, ebc. -

e also enjoy living in 3eachwalk very much. Tom is on the Smd of
Directors and we still coprdinate the First Friday couples group kdr.l.ak t& m

in it's third year.
Jane is still teaching at Warren Elementary BM tu Garden m

enjoying it immensely. Proposition 13 hurt cur aa.lu'l.u m m m
we live with it -~ more next year - have a good 19791 « ﬁ”’ b
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Christmas 1980 Stevenses

People were ver adtoaaeeachoﬂzmmdwuﬂa&ﬂwtthzthdhadc :
"dp{ﬁu" C,(_addsf g:;n tact that class won more awards, championships, etc. than
any other class in Nonthwest Classen #S'a histony. MNost of the people Looked
very well and seemed nelatively successful in leading the hind of lives they
seemed o want. Of counse there were some sad 2«‘30/14,[0:1{ oo, some Peopizelgd Mm‘
But one amazing thing is that about 50 of the 96 people that wene in dequo
6th grade wﬁzga,t the reunion. Tom went K through $12thgrade with mosZ of those
people. 6 of the stanting 9 on Tom's elementary schood baseball teamls) were
thenes—do wene sevenal of his old girl triends. And they all looked great—
except one. The nreunion starnted at 6 pm Friday and wenk (W@Ug] nonstaop e
through about lpmm on Sunday. Tom particularly enjoyed realizing how many {riends
hehadhadgzww.ingupanden{oyedbeiagabletotalﬂwnhowmuch.theylmd
meant o him at the Zime. Jt was fun aeliving 40 many events and seeing whai
had happened to evenyone. But in addition, a few months befone, he had assumed
that all of those people wene locked with the events in the past. He left ‘
Leeling that he knows dogens of people and has a wide nange of. friends spanning
a dong period of iime. :

L
Last summen we also traveled up the coast again to Vidbria via Lake Tahoe,
Lake Shasta, Redding, ithe Onregon Coast—ftarris Beach, Sunset Bay, Ft. Stevens;
and the Washington coast—Olympic Peninsula to Port Angeles. On the way back
we stopped in Vancouver, Wa. and went to Beachside State Park on the Onregon
Coast with the Lambents (after picking Mt. St. #Helenes' ash from Zheir front
yard). Then we stopped in and Tom saw an odd HS friend, BUUL #HLUL, in Napa on
our way back through San Francisco and the Calif. coast. JE was a lovely Zalp,
and it allowed Tom %o get out some of his sports car driving unges in oun little
Porsche 914 on all the winding 2-lane noads we wene on. 04d reliable now has
135,000 miles on it.

Next summen, we hope to Zake a nip to the Easi Coast. We may drive and stop
at a few places along the way on we may fly. Or we may not be eble %o affond
2o go at all. We want to dee New England, New York, and Washington, D.C.

Tom continues to play Zennis 3-4 times/week. After a couple of bad years,
he has improved his game significanitly becawse of using a 2-handed backhand
and putting more Zopspin on all shots—especially seaves. :

One of the big evenis o,{-theyem-—andmu.acafay—dmbuymgamndm "
in Beachwalk identical Zo the one we have, 4o that we would have some .invest-
ment. However, the "negative cash flow" has lowened our standard of living

2o whene it was when we tinst moved into this house.

This is a job that she neally enjoys, always believes in ing and taying

new things aa the class warnants. Such a continual ight—children at this
age. Housecleaning duties (Tom and Tim share dome chores), Tim's various
activities (including recently Cub Scoutsl), ourn social life and trips ke
hen Life tull and blassed, (See how briefly J summarize my part—are

aladl:
Fon Chaistmas this yean we are 4o excited that

be with us all. Jan and Tom and Tom Binckes'

this yean. We will have from 17 - 19 at home
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(P.S. Sue and Avin Luchs were here y:ai:gm
viait!) : 2
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MERRY CHRISTHAS FROM THE STEVENSES,

For the Stevens {amily the big event last year was oun summen #nip o the east
coast, Tim and Jane {flew ahzd to visit with Jane's folks in Manshall, Texas,
uile Tom wonked and then drove via a visit with his Mom in Tucson. They then
went to Carndsbad Laverns. Jn one of the most desolate parts of New Mexico,

the engine on the Porsche started knocking very loudly and was banely running
after 142,000 miles. Tom nursed it 600 miles to Dallas. After 9 days of
extreme frusiration waiting for a factony nebuilt enginelom picked up the can
at 6:30 pn. He picked up Tim and Jane at 9:30 pm and all drove 150 mone miles.
The next day we saw ithe South—920 miles wonrth in one day— stayed oveanight in
Durham N.C. As it was we ended up missing many relatives and friends because of
the carn problems.And Jane's folks ended up with a much extended visit from all

of the Stevens's—which they mostly enjoyed,

Nevertheless, we did get %o see Williamabung, Va; Washington D.C.; and New Yonk
(including "A Chorus Line", "America", and "Fiddlen on the Roof" at the Shubert
Radio City Music Hall, and Lincodn Centler nedpectively). Washington was inten—
eating and beautiful. New York was exciting, but dirty, and Boston was some of.
both. DBoston gels the award fon the wonst sitneet planning, but Newport and
Boston had the nicest maritime areas. lWe were sunprised at how similar (physi-
cally) they were to parts of Califoania on the coast. While in Boston we also
went to Nantucket Jsland (over 2 hours by ferry from f#iannis Port).

Tim's favorite part of. the trip was the Space Museum part of the Smithsonian in
WashingZon. e spent the good part ef a day there. Altogether, we spent about
3 days in Smithsonian museums. Jane's least favorite part was when she decided
%o go one way back to the carn .in Williamsbung and Tom and Tim another. Tom and
Tim didn't find her fon over an houn and Jane had blisters all over bozh feet.
Tom's least favorite part was waiting and paying fon he new engine. Tom's

favorite part was most of the nest of the iaip. Jane's favornite pants wene

visits with hen folks and siblings and theins, Washington, D.C., and all ocean

view areas,

Tim also had a wierd need which we could call "acrophilia"—love of high places.
In every city ithe thing he wanted to do mosi was ged on top of Zhe highest plac e.
He succeeded! Jn Washington, it was a 2 hourn weit and walk around and b eleva ton
2o zhe top of the Washington monument (which only Jane and Tim id); in New York
City the World Trade Centen (where we all had a nice bauch), and in Chicago it
was the Seans Building QU5 sotries—ithe tallest building in the world.

Other poinis on oun vacation wene Mystic, Conn.; Chicago (visiting Tom's brothen,

Rom, and wife, Judy); Omaha, Neb.; Denver; Vail #o Green Riven, Utah; end las
Vegas. The whole irip took 6 weeks. Jt was one we won't fonget. Jt wheited oun
apppetites fon mone in that area at a futune time. : T ORI e
Tom's yearn (othen than the taip) was similar to the laat couple of yearns. At
Cal State Univ., Long Beach he still is a paychologist also in charge of the

Life Skills Training program.  Ji consisis of self-instructional tapes, classe.
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wonkshops, and research. Tom & Bob Kapche are developing a new questionnaine

and nesearch instwment on Self-Management Skills. They also started a new
program on Smoking Cessaition at CSULB. Tom is continuing Zo work on: his interest
in computer simulation of paychological processes, but is 4till just neading

and learning. The questionnaire neseanch also nelates to this model. Tom also
stanted a amall private practice in Huntington Beach, but has moved %o a different
office in long Beach. Tom continues his Zennis. He also has been teaching Tim
and 4ome other hids tennis on Satundays.

Jane is continuing Zo teach second grade (a different group each yean)- in Ganden
Grove. This yean J only have 25 students — its heaven! We have a new "play-
boy" Littyish principal who has been away from oun school mone than he's been
there thus {far. But a few wonds leaked here and thene at the district office

are beginning to remedy his absences. Anothen teacher and J are playing for a
primany sing-a-dong at Christmas Time. Last apring a different teacher and J
onganized and "dizected" our school's talent show. J'm neally beginning Zo

lose my shyness with aegand to using some of the yearns of musical traning 7've
been blessed with and neadly enjoy this additional outlet—a new challenge. Last
summen J completed 60 hours over my BS--noi a masters—but variows and assundry
classes of interest to me uwhich helped increase my placement on the pay scale
signiticantly and kept me alive and hopping. J contirwe %o dove teaching the
young ones and neven seem io get borred on tined of inying to challenge them o

do their best againsi often almost insummountable odds. Jts been a good yearn in
many ways for all of us. ‘

Tim is oven 5 feet Zall now at age almost 0. #He played minor B Little

at 3zd base last apring. Tom was one of the coaches. Thein White Sox dost 3

of % of the Linst games, but went undefeated the nest of the first half. They
ended up winning the minon B championship in their league. Tim also sianted
piano lessons from Mrs. P-ienson in Maach. We talked him into piano lessons as
a means of reading music which he can later transfer %o guitar. #He is doing
very well for less than a year and playing a Boogie Woogie most necently. Be-
cause of oun frusination with Tim's Smith School durning the primary grades and
Tim's lack of enthrnusiasm, we decided o move him %o the GATE program at Eadexr.
GATE is what NG once was. He had qualified in second grade but we wented Zo
deave him at his neichborhood schood if at all possible. fHe has joined students
who had already b en in the program fon several yeans but is making a nice adiust-
ment to the program. He also is enjoying his dchool work much more. f#He brings
home mone wonk in one week Zhan he did in over Zwo months (literally) at the
other school., e are very proud of him. Tom is starting £o Zeach lim (Tim would
way the other way around] some basketball too. There is a Paaks and Recreation
basketball league .in the winten which Tim might enjoy.

Mom Stevens was here fon a couple of weeks around Thanksgiving Zime fon a nice

nelaxing stay. Jane really emjoy~d being with all of her sisters and her brother
this summer. Moat of all she misses hen folks. So she neally snuggles in eveny
two on three yeans and just enjoys the waamth, secunity, love, hawmony which -
Llow from these two wondenful people to hen and heas. lluch a4 God's love flows
2o each of us all yean but somehow felt more wammly at Chrisimastime—

God Blesas,

o, Qo







