Caring for the North: A Symposium on Gender, Care and Northern Places  ~ June 7-8 2006 at UNBC


Caring for the North will bring together researchers and community partners to develop a northern research program and the capacity to explore this in the critical areas of gender, care, and northern places. The major outcome of this symposium will be a collaboratively produced, multi-disciplinary research agenda. In northern communities, changing social, political, and economic contexts have resulted in shifting perceptions of both ‘gender’ and ‘care’ – changes that have significant consequences for northern residents. The symposium will create a forum for explicitly considering these changes, making space to design meaningful research which will best serve people in northern places. This collaborative research agenda will address the fundamental issues of gender and care as they affect the well-being of people in northern places.

Participants will include academics, students, community organizations, and community members with local, national, and international expertise. The symposium will gather representatives from geography, gender studies, First Nations studies, social work, community health, and nursing, together with community organizations and members. In addition to building on existing research relationships, the symposium will foster new research partnerships and set in motion an ongoing forum for collectively pursuing future research directions.  This gathering will strengthen links between north and south, between community members and researchers, and between Canada and international research communities. 

The University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) is ideally placed to host Caring for the North. Although Prince George falls below the permafrost line, UNBC’s broad mission is to be a “university in the north, for the north”. This strong focus on northern issues is underpinned by the University’s commitment to using its intellectual resources to enhance the quality of life of the people and communities of the north. A number of UNBC’s research institutes accordingly focus on the social, political, and economic concerns of northern BC and related regions (including the Centre of Excellence for Children and Adolescents with Special Needs,  the BC Rural and Remote Health Research Institute, the Institute of Social Research & Evaluation, the Natural Resources and Environmental Studies program, the Community Development Institute, and the John Prince Research Forest co-managed with the Tl'azt'en Nation). UNBC is the only university in Canada to have a major in Northern Studies. UNBC’s northern research focus encompasses the provincial, national, and circumpolar north. 


The symposium is sponsored by Geography and Social Work at UNBC, the BC Rural and Remote Health Research Network, and the Canadian Rural and Remote Health Association. The keynote international speaker is Professor Liz Bondi, Head of the Institute of Geography, School of GeoSciences, and Director of the Counselling Studies Programme, School of Health at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland. Professor Bondi is also a counsellor accredited by Counselling and Psychotherapy in Scotland. Her research interests include the provision of care and the relationships that make up this provision in the northern context of Scotland. National keynote speakers include Margo Greenwood, National Collaborating Centre for Aboriginal Health;  Dr. Theresa Garvin, Geography, University of Alberta (TBC); and Sarah de Leeuw, Research Coordinator, Centre of Excellence for Children and Adolescents with Special Needs. Participating local research and community organizations include Women North Network and the BC Rural and Remote Health Research Network. Speakers from UNBC include Dr. Greg Halseth, Geography Professor and Canada Research Chair in Rural and Small Town Studies; Dr. Martha MacLeod, Nursing and Community Health professor; and Dr. Neil Hanlon, Geography professor and Chair of the Canadian Rural and Remote Health Association. 
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