Assessment "rubric" for your peers' thesis proposal first drafts.

Name of proposal author: 
_______________________________________________________

Name of peer critic: 

_______________________________________________________

I. CONTENT

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE (6 points)

Clear (not vague -- you know exactly what they plan to do and how they plan to do it)

_____  0=horrible; 1=bad; 2=okay; 3=good

Concise (not padded, every word in it necessary to the meaning and suggestive of methodology)

_____  0=horrible; 1=bad; 2=okay; 3=good

SCOPE OF PROJECT (6 points)

Feasible within one year:  data collection, processing and interpretation, writing it up

_____  0=too fuzzy or cosmic to pull off; 1=you can picture yourself doing most everything in that time frame but you're not sure you could do it all; 2=everything is so well laid-out that you know you could do this in one year step by step

Timeline:  the tasks are broken out logically and support the impression of feasibility

_____  0=no; 1=a timeline is included but it seems rote and not well-reasoned; 2=a timeline is included and it is logical and well-sequenced and shows the author has figured out how to manage the work flow in the thesis

Appropriate level

 _____  0 = BA level (not ambitious enough:  sounds like a one month term paper, kind of amateurish and naïve); 1 = Ph.D. level (too ambitious: would take years to prepare to do properly and carry off); 2 = MA level

BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION (6 points)

Identifies a lacuna in refereed literature and possibly policy/law or social need

_____  0=little to no analysis of the literature in which the thesis is to be situated; 1=definitely an attempt to situate the thesis, but the analysis is a little weak or unconvincing or contrived; 2=the thesis's contribution is clearly and convincingly argued and the analysis is graceful and not forced

Indicates the importance of the problem -- it's one thing to find a gap in the literature; it's another to express the importance of that gap and your contribution

_____ 0=the problem seems trivial or the author doesn't really bother letting people know why they should care about it; 1=importance is addressed but not convincingly shown; 2=the topic is clearly justified as important and the thesis looks like an actual contribution to it

Demonstrates mastery of the literature on the topic

_____  0=pathetically small number of references to existing literature; 1=author has done a good job gathering prior work but the analysis is mechanical and enumerative rather than conceptual and integrative; 2=so many sources are discussed that you know your colleague did their homework, and the way they write about it all is organized and lets you see the connections among different themes in the literature.

HYPOTHESES, OBJECTIVES, OR QUESTIONS SERVING THE PURPOSE (3 points)

Clearly stated

_____  0=no; 1=yes

Testable or answerable

_____  0=no; 1=yes

If all of these are answered, the purpose of the thesis is automatically met (they all add up to the solution of the thesis purpose or question)

_____  0=no; 1=yes

DATA (10 points)

Probable sources of data identified

_____  0=no; 1=yes

Quality of best source identified above -- rate the use of each type of source below and then add the scores for each together up to a maximum of 5 total

_____  section total

_____  0-4 = Primary (i.e., data you collect yourself through field measurements or mapping, surveys, interviews, focus groups -- 0=none; 1=some, but kind of incidentally as in informal elite interviews; 3=quite a bit of primary data collection, but it's not the dominant source of data; 4=primary data are numerous, varied, and dominate the thesis

_____  0-3 = Archival (e.g., Census, meteorological records, DEMs, remote sensing imagery, literature or media content analysis, tracking data collected by others and made available to you)-- 0=none; 1=one or two sources incidental to thesis; 2=one to a few sources and they are central to the thesis; 3=multiple data sources/layers separately analyzed and then integrated into the thesis and this is the core activity of the thesis

_____  0-1 = Secondary (i.e., from someone else's published study or news sources)

Shortcomings of data addressed

_____  0=no; 1=a little; 2=clearly enumerated

Data use justified, even in light of their limitations

_____  0=no; 1=basically, nothing can be done about the shortcomings but there are no better data available, so the author says they have to go with it, warts and all; 2=shortcomings are discussed, along with ways around the problems or the problems are shown not to affect analysis seriously

METHODS AND TECHNIQUES FOR COLLECTING AND PROCESSING DATA (6 points)

Probable methods and techniques for collecting and processing the data are identified

_____  0=not really; 1=some discussion of probable methods and techniques; 2=clear and reasonable enumeration of appropriate methods and techniques

Limitations discussed

_____  0=no; 1=a little; 2=clearly enumerated

Methods justified, even in light of their limitations

_____  0=no; 1=basically, nothing can be done about the shortcomings but there are no better methods or techniques available; 2=shortcomings are discussed, along with ways around the problems or the problems are shown not to affect analysis seriously

OUTLINE OF THESIS/PROJECT CHAPTER STRUCTURE (3 points)

Workable structure included (5-6 chapters that form a reasonable flow)

_____  0=no; 1=yes

Detailed outline included, which gets to four levels of organization in all necessary places (e.g., I.A.1.a

_____  0=no; 1=yes

No I., A., 1., or a. is included without at least a II., B., 2., or b. also included at that level

_____  0=some 1 member subsets included; 1=all sublists have at least two elements

II. WRITING MECHANICS (10 points)

Organization

_____  0=disorganized, rambling, stream-of-consciousness; 1=organized for the most part but a little disjointed in places so that it's hard to follow the argument; 2=very well organized, never leaving the reader feeling lost

Spelling

_____  0=wholesale spelling gaffes; 1=mostly okay but there are a few typos and misspellings; 2=perfect with no more than two typos

Grammar

_____  0=ungrammatical (subject-verb disagreement is common); 1=always grammatical

Syntax

_____  0=poorly structured sentences, with lots of incomplete sentences and comma splices; 1=sentences are varied and correct in structure throughout

Punctuation/capitalization

_____  0=misuse of commas, confusing colons with semi-colons, profligate use of capitalization outside proper names and the beginnings of sentences

Non-sexist usage

_____  0="man" is used even once to mean "people," "society," "person" (my personal favorite, from Carl Sauer, "when man lost the oestrous cycle...") or when a gendered pronoun is used with a tacit assumption about which gender usually or "should" fulfill certain rôles (a doctor in arriving at his diagnoses, a nurse in tending her patients), which can be gotten around by switching to the plural; 1=not even one occasion of suspicious usage

Graduate level vocabulary

_____  0=no, kind of childish or unsophisticated vocabulary throughout; 1=yes, complex vocabulary used -- correctly

Stylish writing

_____  0=no; 1=writing is not only competent and error-free but is graceful and is so good it's publishable -- perhaps 1 in 20 graduate students actually achieves this, so it's more of an extra credit point, really

III. DOCUMENTATION (10 points)

Follows a correct style (e.g., Annals of the AAG, Turabian)

_____  0=no; 1=yes

Consistent (whichever style is chosen is used throughout)

_____  0=no; 1=yes

All citations in reference list used in text

_____  0=no; 1=yes

All references in text listed in references

_____  0=no; 1=yes

Documentation thorough

_____  0=few sources used and citations are missing in places where they are called for; 1=more sources are used, but there may be some missing citations; 2=many sources are used and all places needing citation are documented

Quality of sources cited

_____  0=few are cited and those are predominantly popular rather than scholarly; 1=few are cited but there are scholarly sources among them; 2=many sources, some scholarly sources among them; 3=many sources, at least 10 of which are scholarly and original sources; 4=a truly impressive reference list, which convinces you the author has mastered the relevant literature and has read deeply in the scholarly literature AND hasn't just listed them in the references but has actually integrated every one of them somewhere in the text.

I. CONTENT

 
_____ out of 40 possible

II. WRITING MECHANICS
_____ out of 10 possible

III. DOCUMENTATION
_____ out of 10 possible

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS:

