What Shape is the Strongest?
Experiment 1. Prepare the three shapes described below from standard sheets of paper and load books on top. Which of the three shapes is the strongest: triangular prism, rectangular prism, or a circular prism (also known as cylinder)? Why?
	Shape
	How many books can be 
loaded on top?

	Triangular Prism






	

	Rectangular Prism






	

	Circular Prism or Cylinder





	


[Answer: Cylinder is the strongest because the weight of books is distributed uniformly across the top.]
What Shape is Stronger than Cylinder?

Experiment 2.  Prepare a cylinder from corrugated paper. It is stronger than a regular cylinder? Is it much stronger?

	Shape
	How many books can be loaded on top?

	Regular Cylinder





	

	Cylinder from corrugated paper
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