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Cryptography 

A code (or cipher) is a system of symbols or letters that are used instead of ordinary words to send secret messages or store information. The process of writing secret messages is called encryption (or enciphering). The science that studies such secret communication is called cryptography (or cryptology). Here are some examples of secret codes:
Pigpen code
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Each letter is represented by the part of the “pigpen” that surrounds it. So, an A looks like  [image: image2.png]


, a B looks like  b, a Z looks like Z.
Activity 1.  Decipher this secret message:
You are my best friend!
Activity 2.  Encipher the reply: “You too!”
Cipher Wheel Code

The actual letters on the cipher wheel are located on the outer wheel, while the cipher letters are located on the inner wheel. Here is an example of the code:
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Activity 1. Decrypt this secret message:
PTGM  MH  VHFX  YHK  T  IETRWTMX?
Activity 2.  Encrypt the reply: “Not today.”

                        Morse Code[image: image5.jpg]




                         Samuel Morse (1791-1871) 


                   American painter and inventor

In Morse code, each letter or digit is a combination

of dots and dashes, a single slash indicates the space between letters or digits, and a double slash indicated the space between words.


[image: image4.emf]A• _ N_ • 1• _ _ _ _

B_ • • • O_ _ _ 2• • _ _ _

C_ • _ •  P• _ _ • 3• • • _ _

D_ • • Q_ _ • _ 4• • • • _

E• R• _ • 5• • • • •

F• • _ •  S• • • 6_ • • • •

G_ _ • T_ 7_ _ • • •

H• • • • U• • _ 8_ _ _ • •

I• • V• • • _ 9_ _ _ _ •

J• _ _ _ W• _ _ 0_ _ _ _ _

K_ • _ X_ • • _

L• _ • • Y_ • _ _

M_ _ Z_ _ • •


Activity 1.  Decipher this secret message:

(( //(  ̶  ((/((/  ̶  (  ̶  /•// ̶  •  ̶    ̶ /  ̶    ̶    ̶ /••  ̶  /•  ̶ •//•••/••••/••/•  ̶   •/  ̶  //     

Activity 2.  Encipher the reply: “Thanks.”
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		A		• _		N		_ •		1		• _ _ _ _

		B		_ • • •		O		_ _ _		2		• • _ _ _

		C		_ • _ • 		P		• _ _ •		3		• • • _ _

		D		_ • •		Q		_ _ • _		4		• • • • _

		E		•		R		• _ •		5		• • • • •

		F		• • _ • 		S		• • •		6		_ • • • •

		G		_ _ •		T		_		7		_ _ • • •

		H		• • • •		U		• • _		8		_ _ _ • •

		I		• •		V		• • • _		9		_ _ _ _ •

		J		• _ _ _		W		• _ _		0		_ _ _ _ _

		K		_ • _		X		_ • • _

		L		• _ • •		Y		_ • _ _

		M		_ _		Z		_ _ • •
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