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Here are my recommendations for undergraduate students. Put briefly, you have 
to define for yourself what is that you want to do career-wise, maximize  your education 
and internship experience in that area, create and expand your professional circle, and 
utilize the university resources available to you in order to land yourself a dreamed job 
and launch your career as a statistician.  

Recommendation #1 (Narrow down your field, obtain education and internship 
experience) You have to decide first whether Bachelor’s degree will be your terminal 
degree, or if you would be interested in continuing on to Master’s and/or Ph.D. 
program, and act accordingly. If you want to further your education, you might want to 
take more courses that will prepare you for graduate school. On the other hand, if you 
are sooo ready to go into the working world right after obtaining your Bachelor’s 
degree, you have to think about your future career as a statistician, narrow down the 
area of statistical application you are really interested in (medical field, health sciences, 
criminology, epidemiology, education, to name a few), and then work towards taking 
relevant courses at CSULB or online at some other institutions, getting summer 
internship, and obtaining relevant certifications that will help you get hired in the field 
of your choice. 

Recommendation #2 (Create and enhance your résumé) You have to create a résumé 
and start building it. By taking relevant coursework and obtaining summer internship 
experience and getting certified, you will make your résumé much stronger. You need 
to read job descriptions in the career path that you chose and see what is still missing 
from your résumé (which additional courses to take or certifications to obtain). 



2 

Recommendation #3 (Develop professional relationships) You have to develop a good 
professional relationship with at least three professors at CSULB who will be writing 
letters of recommendation for you for your internship application, your first and often 
second job applications. You might want to participate actively in class by asking 
questions, and coming to professors’ office hours to ask questions. You can take STAT 
497, Directed Studies course, or do some volunteer work for a professor.  

Recommendation #4 (Get statistical consulting experience) In the last semester (or year) 
of your studies, take my STAT 544 Statistical Consulting course, or simply volunteer to 
work at the Statistical Consulting Group (SCG), of which I am the faculty director, to 
gain that valuable consulting experience. Students are encouraged to get involved even 
in a small project to help them transition smoothly from the classroom to the working 
world.  

Students may also find statistical consulting jobs at various labs on campus: 
kinesiology, chemistry, biology labs, to name a few. You need to research labs in the 
area that interest you to see whether they conduct studies that require statistical analysis 
and get in touch with directors. 

Establishing nice professional relationship with your clients in the SCG and/or directors 
of research labs will expand the circle of researchers who can endorse your professional 
skills. 

Recommendation #5 (Expand your professional network) Set up a nice LinkedIn 
account with your photo and a complete profile, and start working on growing your 
connections. The best way to do that is through personal communication with peer 
students and local professionals. 

Get on executive board of the Statistics Student Association (SSA), of which I 
am the faculty supervisor, or at least become a very active member. This student-run 
organization offers regular talks given by alumni and professionals in the statistical 
field.  Through the SSA, you get to know your fellow students, who in the future will 
become an inherent part of your professional circle.  

Moreover, you are encouraged to become a member of the Southern California 
Chapter of the American Statistical Association (SCASA), of which I am currently the 
President, and/or Orange County/Long Beach Chapter (OCLBASA). These professional 
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organizations hold regular meetings, workshops, travel courses, and meetups, and you 
are welcome not only attend these events, but to get involved in organizing them. 
Chairing organizing committees will bring you recognition among a vast network of 
local statisticians. 

Other possibilities to expand your professional circle come from numerous local meetup 
groups and SAS users groups. 

Recommendation #6 (Use help with internship and job search). You might want to 
attend all relevant workshops organized by the Careers Development Center (CDC) at 
CSULB. Every semester they offer workshops on how to write résumé and personal 
statement, and on how to prepare for internship and job interviews, job fairs, etc. The 
CDC also offers appointments to get one-on-one help with résumé writing, to conduct 
videotaped mock interview, etc. You are encouraged to utilize their services available to 
you for free. 

As a reminder, I offer my help in correcting your résumé from the professional point of 
view. I can suggest relevant coursework, software packages, and technical skills.   

Finally, my website http://web.csulb.edu/~okoroste contains useful links to 
various university resources, job-search engines, organizations and meetup 
groups, exams and certifications websites, and study materials. If you have further 
questions, please don’t hesitate to email me at Olga.Korosteleva@csulb.edu. 


