California State University, Long Beach

Department of Computer Engineering and Computer Science

CECS 572, Fall 2014 -- Section 01
Advanced Computer Networking

Instructor:   
Dr. Tracy Bradley Maples
                       Lecture
Office:   
ECS 550







     MW 5:00–6:15 pm
Office hours:  
Monday 4:00-4:50 pm or by appointment 



                      SPA 204
email:   
tracy.maples@csulb.edu

web:   
www.csulb.edu/~maples

Course Objectives

This course covers advanced concepts in computer network theory and practice. Topics will include: computer network design and standards for local area networks (LANs) and wide area networks (WANs), computer network configuration and performance issues, and high-speed communication systems. A secondary goal of this class is to provide students with the knowledge they need to pass the M.S. Computer Networking Comprehensive Exam. 
NOTE: CECS 672 is intended for Ph.D. students and additional projects will be required for those enrolled. 
Prerequisite

CECS 474 (Computer Network Interoperability) or equivalent course. You will need to provide evidence that you have satisfied this prerequisite during the first week of class or you will be dropped.
Textbook and Materials

• 
Computer Networks: A Top-Down Approach Featuring the Internet (Sixth Edition), by James F. Kurose and Keith W. Ross, Addison Wesley (2013). Chapters 1-6 will be covered.
• 
Course materials will be available on the class website www.csulb.edu/~maples. 
•
BeachBoard (beachboard.csulb.edu) will be used for grade posting, submission of assignments, and occasionally recorded lectures. Use CECS 572 Advanced Computer Networking (Code: 3460).
Assignments & Participation
Approximately 8 assignments will be given throughout the semester. The assignments may include exercises from Kurose & Ross, lab assignments or library research. The assignments will be important preparation for the Exams. The assignments will not be graded; however, class participation points will be given for group discussion and presentation of the assignments. Solutions for the assignments will be provided. 
Paper 

One paper will be required for this class. The paper must be six pages long. For the paper, a general category or set of topics will be provided. Formal proposals for papers will be required and you are encouraged to discuss your plans with the instructor if you have and questions or concerns. More information will be provided regarding the paper.
Exams 
There will be three exams for this class. All examinations will be closed book. Additional information about the exams will be provided. Any material presented during class or on-line—including class discussion, assignment discussion and presentation, class notes, video clips or guest speakers—may be included on the Exams.
Grading

Grades for CECS 572 will be based on a weighted average of the exams, paper and assignment/participation scores.  An average score between 90-100% will guarantee at least an ‘A’, an average score between 75-89% will guarantee at least a ‘B’, an average score lower than 75% will result in a grade of ‘C’ or less. In a graduate class, students are expected to perform at a minimum of a ‘B’ grade level. ‘A’ grades will be assigned to those demonstrating superior performance. Typically there are more ‘B’ grades than ‘A’ grades in a semester. Grades of ‘C’ or lower will be assigned if a student does not meet the minimum standards for Masters-level coursework. In general, assignments or papers submitted late will not be accepted.
	Assignments & Participation
	Approximately 8 assignments; group discussion & presentation of problems, general course participation
	5%

	Exam I
	Week 7, Wednesday, 10/08/14, 1¼ hours
	25%

	Exam II
	Week 11, Monday, 11/03/14, 1¼ hours
	25%

	Paper Proposal
	Week 12, Wednesday, 11/12/14, via TurnItIn on BeachBoard
	5%

	Exam III 
	Week 16, Monday, 12/08/14, 1¼ hours
	25%

	Final Paper
	Due by Final Exam Time: Wednesday 12/17/14, 5:00pm 
via TurnItIn on BeachBoard
	15%


Important Course Dates
Labor Day – No Class

Monday
 

Week 2


09/01/14

Dr. Maples @ Conference 
Monday/Wednesday 
Weeks 3-4 

09/08/14-09/18/14
    – No Regular Class or Office Hours: On-line Lectures & Assignments via BeachBoard
Exam I



Wednesday 

Week 7 

10/08/14

Exam II



Monday 

Week 11

11/03/14
Paper Proposal


Wednesday 

Week 12

11/12/14

Thanksgiving – No Class

Wednesday

Week 14

11/26/14
Exam III



Monday 

Week 16

12/08/14


Study Day – No Class

Wednesday

Week 16

12/10/14
Final Paper Due  


Wednesday

Finals Week

12/17/14, 5:00 pm
Attendance

Regular and punctual attendance is an integral part of the learning process. After the first two class meetings, formal attendance will not be taken during class; however, in almost every class session there will be material discussed that will be covered in the exams and opportunities for earning participation points. 
If you have a valid reason for missing class or an Exam, please make every effort to inform the faculty member before the class begins. Students are responsible for informing faculty of the reason for the absence and for arranging to make up missed exams and class work. Faculty members are not obligated to excuse absences other than those found on the CSULB website: http://www.csulb.edu/divisions/aa/grad_undergrad/senate/documents/policy/2001/01/ 
Accommodation
If you have a need for accommodation due to disability, please notify me as early as possible, but no later than two weeks from the date the course begins.

Cheating

Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. Any individual caught cheating on quizzes, homework, lab projects, or the final exam will be punished to the full extent allowed under University regulations. Plagiarism on papers or assignments is not acceptable and work that is plagiarized will not receive credit. Plagiarism is considered cheating. Note: any time another person’s work is used without giving them proper credit, it is considered plagiarism and cheating. At a minimum, any student caught cheating will receive no credit for the work concerned, and will receive a reduction of one letter grade from their final course grade.  The official CSULB Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism can be found here: http://www.csulb.edu/divisions/aa/grad_undergrad/senate/documents/policy/2008/02/
CSULB Emergency Notification
It is important that you update your personal telephone numbers and email addresses on MyCSULB, so that you can be contacted with critical information in the event that a campus emergency occurs.
Contacting Dr. Maples

· Class Office Hours: Monday 4:00-4:50 pm 
These Office Hours are set aside for my students in CECS 572, 497, 697 and 698—ONLY.
· email: tracy.maples@csulb.edu
email is the best way to reach me. Please be sure that your email identifies you by name and includes ‘CECS 572’ in the subject line. I will try to reply to your email within 24 hours Monday-Friday; however, not on weekends. 
· After class or by ‘Accident’ 
For quick questions, you can catch me after class or around the CECS Department when I have available time.
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