Gift of Fire
Discussion Assignment 8
Therac-25 Mock Trial

(Chapter 8)
(20 pts)

Consider the Therac-25 case that is described in the textbook (see section 8.2 in Gift of Fire). Assume the family of one of the victims is suing the hospital where the machine was used, the manufacturer of the machine (AECL) and the programmer who wrote the Therac-25 software. In this assignment, you will debate, draw conclusions and assign levels of responsibility or liability to each of the parties being sued. 

There is a group discussion forum for each of the three defendants (the hospital, the manufacturer and the programmer). In the case of the hospital, for example, the threads are:
· The hospital is responsible because... 

· The hospital is not responsible because... 

(The threads for the other two defendants follow a similar pattern.)

Each posting you do in this assignment should be added to the appropriate thread using the ‘Reply’ function. Your posting that argues that the defendant (the subject of the discussion forum) has a significant amount of responsibility, it should go under the first thread. Your posting that argues that the defendant has little or no responsibility, it should go under the second thread.

For this assignment, the discussion will take place in three phases:

1. Select one of the three defendants (the hospital, the manufacturer or the programmer). Post at least one message to each of the two threads for this defendant. (Notice this means you will be arguing on both sides of the same question.) 

2. Select one of the other two defendants (other than the one you originally posted to). Read and consider messages that have been posted by other people, and post at least one message of your own in this forum (to either of the two threads for the defendant). 

3. Finally, read all of the messages that have been posted for all three defendants. Draw your own conclusion about the extent to which each defendant is responsible and register these conclusions by completing the assessment titled "Therac-25: Summary." 

Grading:

Participating in the discussions as described above can earn up to 20 points as follows. (For Phase 1 and Phase 2, please see the grading scale given in the Discussion Guidelines.)

	Phase 1 (10 pts)
	0 - 5 points for each of two initial postings

	Phase 2 (5 pts)
	0 - 5 points for one additional posting

	Phase 3 (5 pts)
	5 points for completing the questions in the "test" Therac-25: Summary (and including a reasonable justification for your conclusions)


Note: This exercise is adapted from A Gift of Fire, by Sara Baase.
