Gift of Fire
Discussion Assignment 3
Hate and the Internet

Chapter 3
(15 pts)

Think about the material you saw in the Hate.com video, the National Alliance Web site (http://www.natall.com/), and other similar things you may have seen, heard or read about. In the United States, most or all of the material Web sites like this one are legal. However, in most European countries (and many other democracies) much of this material would be illegal. Those countries have laws against advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that is likely to lead to discrimination, hostility or violence. 
The purpose of this assignment is to weigh the problems created by hate-related material on the Internet against the positive values of freedom of speech, to discuss various possible alternatives in order to draw your own conclusions.

We will use the discussion forum "Assignment 3". Here are some of the issues you may want to think about as you participate in the discussion. These are just examples -- feel free to add your own issues to the list.
· How would you define 'hate speech?' 

· Would you advocate placing limits on free expression (as most European countries do) in order to deal with the problems posed by hate speech? If so, how would you define those limits? 

· Should we attempt to reach an international consensus on how to define hate speech and on the standards (if any) to be applied in dealing with it? 

· Is censorship or filtering of hate group websites ever appropriate? If so, under what circumstances? 

· Should creators of hate-oriented Web sites be held responsible for actions of people (such as the 'lone wolves,' people who commit crimes of hatred without specific instructions) who view those sites and then commit hate crimes? 

· Would you advocate special restrictions on making hate-related material available to children via the Internet? (If so, what would you propose?) 

· Should there be any distinction between what is legal online and what is legal offline? 

· Should the standards that apply to hate-related material be different from the standards that apply to other objectionable material such as pornography? 

· Are Web sites that sell hate-related items (such as swastikas, Nazi memorabilia or Ku Klux Klan robes) in the same category as the sites we saw in the video? Should they be treated in the same way? (Sales of such materials are also prohibited in many European countries.) 

Other controversial sites:

· http://www.lifedynamics.com/DeathCamps/Holocaust.cfm 

· http://www.geocities.com/white_truth/ 

· http://www.angelfire.com/az2/number1crop/index.html (warning, uses offensive language) 

· http://www.skinheads.net/forums/ 

· http://www.jewwatch.com/ 

Information:

· http://www.msnbc.com/modules/HateCrimes_SBS/stateframe.asp 

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_supremacy 

The discussion will take place in two phases:

Consider some of the questions raised above, or others you may think of yourself. Post a message to the discussion board telling us about your thoughts. Please use a descriptive subject line for any new topics (discussion threads) you start -- this will help everyone to follow the discussion more easily. 
Continue to participate in the discussion by posting at least two additional messages. You may respond to other people's postings or you may continue to add new thoughts of your own. 

Grading:

Participating in the discussions as described above can earn up to 15 points.
	Phase 1
	0 - 5 points for one initial posting

	Phase 2
	0 - 5 points for each of two additional postings


