Gift of Fire
Discussion Assignment 2
Privacy Issues

(Chapter 2)
(20 pts)
Here are three privacy-related questions that have generated controversy (or may do so in the future). Your assignment is to participate in discussions of at least two of these questions, using the discussion forum thread that is indicated for each question and each group. In thinking about and discussing these issues, you should analyze the situation, use analogies and similar cases when possible; mention various possible risks and consequences, etc. 

For this assignment, the discussion will take place in two phases:

1. Post at least one message in at least two of the discussion forums threads. 

2. Continue to participate in at least two of the discussion forums. You may respond to other people's postings, or you may continue to add new thoughts of your own. 

Please see the handout "Discussion Guidelines" for further information.
A. Discussion forum: "Location Tracking"
Example 1: The city of Philadelphia requires GPS systems in all taxicabs. Is a government requirement for a tracking system for private taxicabs a reasonable public safety measure or an unreasonable intrusion on the privacy of drivers and passengers? Identify several differences between such a government requirement and a taxicab company choosing to install GPS systems in its cabs. Is either more objectionable than the other? Why? 

Example 2: Veterinarians implant computer chips into pets and farm animals to identify and track them if they get lost. Some people suggest doing so for children. Discuss the privacy implications of such proposals. What are the risks? Do the benefits outweigh the risks? Do parents have the right to have the chips implanted in their young children?  How about in their teenage children? If there was a bill in Congress to require ID chips in children under the age of 5, would you support it? Why or why not?
B. Discussion forum: "Cameras and Face Recognition"  

Suppose that your city is considering setting up a camera and face-recognition system in the downtown area and in neighborhoods with high crime rates. You are asked to serve as consultants to help design policies for use of the system. Consider a variety of aspects: for example, who will have access to the system, what databases of photos will be used for matching, how long video will be stored, who would operate the system (law enforcement agencies or private companies) and other factors you would consider important. Describe some of your most important recommendations and your reasons for them. 

C. Discussion forum: "Cell Phones and Privacy"
Example 1: Prepaid cell phone service can protect privacy. One can buy a phone for cash and pay cash in advance for service. There are no billing records, and records of calls made on the phone are not linked to the owner. Cell phone carriers and governments in a few countries have considered ending prepaid phone service because criminals use it to avoid law enforcement agencies who can not trace them. What are some legitimate uses for prepaid cell phones? Should prepaid cell phones be banned or otherwise controlled by law (i.e. require cell phone users to register their prepaid cell phones so they can be tracked)? Give your reasons.

Example 2: Another issue of cell phones is videos.  Videos and pictures taken with cell phones are popping up on the Web and the news with increasing frequency. Often the subject of the video is unaware they are being recorded. With respect to cell phone videos, should a person have an expectation of privacy when they are out in public? What about if they are inside a retail store or bank? Inside a public restroom? Inside their own home? What regulations, if any, would you recommend and why?
Grading:

Participating in the discussions as described above can earn up to 20 points as follows. (Please see the grading scale given in the Discussion Guidelines.) Also be familiar with the Core Rules of Netiquette.
	Phase 1
	0 - 5 points for each of two initial postings

	Phase 2
	0 - 5 points for each of two additional postings


Note: Some of these exercises are adapted from A Gift of Fire, by Sara Baase.

