Gift of Fire
Discussion Assignments
Instructor Notes
The discussion assignments can be used to conduct in-class discussions or online discussions. To conduct online discussions you will need access to a LMS (Learning Management System) which includes discussion forums, chatrooms or blog capability.  The online assignments are geared toward discussion forums but can be easily modified to one of the other forms.  To conduct in-class discussions you will need to gather students in small groups (5-8 per group).  
Online Discussions:

Start a new forum for each assignment. For large classes, divide the students into groups (20-25 works well).  One important idea: make sure all students understand before participating is that "it is OK to disagree."  Have your students read the Core Rules of Netiquette before participating. Monitor the responses and give constructive feedback if a student is not respecting other students and their ideas. I have found that in most cases the student was not aware of how their postings were coming across to others.  

Most of the discussions take place in two phases. In phase one, students post their ideas following the instructions for the assignment.  Some assignments call for one initial post and some call for two.  In the second phase, students read each other's posts and reply to them.  It is best to make phase one due at least three days (no more than a week) after the topic is covered in class.  Phase two should be due two-to-four days after phase one.  Students should be encouraged to complete their postings early.  A student does not have to wait till phase one is over to post for phase two.  Note that Assignment 8 (Therac-25 Mock Trial) has a third phase.
Review the Discussion Guidelines with the class.  To receive the full points for a posting, the student needs to clearly state and support their ideas.  Some students have a hard time supporting their ideas.  Look at the following two examples (modified from responses to assignment 3 - Hate Speech):
Example 1: What is my definition of hate speech? Well from what I learned in the Hate.com video, the National Alliance Web site and other resources, hate speech is any racist and/or anti-Semitic speech or text. It is usually a controversial topic with the intension of hurting, intimidating or inciting violence or prejudicial action against a person or group of people. Hate speech has been around for many years and can be based on one or more aspects of a person's identity. These include a person's or group's racial background, age, ethnicity, gender, nationality, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, language ability, moral or political views among others. According to our book, Gift of Fire, hate speech that does not specifically incite violence is subject to First Amendment protection.

Example 2: I think hate speech is words intended to reflect negative views on religion, sexual orientation, occupation, gender, race, etc. Speech is protected under our First Amendment and is a freedom that people feel very strongly about, but I feel that just like any other offensive or objectionable action that can lead to outrage and violence should have limitations. 

Example 1 clearly states the student's ideas. It draws on the resources available to the student (the Hate.com video, Hate Web sites and Gift of Fire) to support the ideas. Example 2 also clearly states the student's ideas, but the ideas are not as complete.  No support for the ideas is offered.  According to assignment 3, each post is worth up to 5 points.  I would assign 5 points for example 1 and only 2 or 3 points for example 2.
You may want to allow additional postings for extra credit.

