LMS Comparison
	Learning Management

System
	Design
	User Interface
	Navigation
	Log-in forms
	Personalization

	Moodle
	Pattern is vertical 
	Too busy with multiple links 
	Left Navigation Frame in collapsing lists
	No Remember feature
	Front page display options (accessibility, Language, etc.)

Add new news topics

Post to a forum

	Blackboard
	Pattern is more horizontal
	Has more structure. Intuitive Design
	Top Navigation Tabs & Information cells
	No Remember feature
	Front page display options(Modify Layout and Content of center frame only, no language options)

Add new news topics

No options for posting  to a forum

	Desire 2 Learn 
	Pattern is more horizontal
	Intuitive Design but, a little too busy on first use.
	Top Navigation bar & Information cells
	No Remember feature
	Front page display options (General Preferences, Appearance & Accessibility,  etc)

Add new news topics

No options for posting  to a forum

	Sakai
	Pattern is more horizontal
	Has Explicit structure. Intuitive Design
	Top Navigation Tabs & Information cells
	N/A -No Access
	Front page display options(Modify Layout and Content of center frame only, no language options)

Add new news topics

Create tests; wikis; profile for 2.0 integration

Gradebook; document storage for each class

Online assignment “drop box”

	Gaggle 
	The pattern is both horizontal and vertical. The user can see from top to bottom and left to right.
	User  friendly,  clean and neat look.
	Left Navigation Frame in collapsing lists.

Top horizontal tabs for additional personalized navigation.


	Log in by school and user, no remember feature.
	Main home page can be personalized to look more like Facebook or a combination of FB and Blackboard.  

(Blogs, videos and walls can be placed on the main log in page).

Contains forums 

Color schemes can be personalized. 


According to Michael Feldstein, the following schools: The University of Maryland, the SUNY Learning Network, and the Penn State World Campus, etc. — have the largest and most successful distance learning programs in the U.S.   Many of them owe their success to the simplicity and somewhat primitive Learning Management Systems design.  Essentially, their online pedagogical tools consist of a basic discussion board, file sharing capability, a homework drop box, and maybe even a back-end Graphical User Interface (GUI).  Program management such as training, help desk, and policies are critical.  

In the LMS market, cost is not a good indicator of the quality of features received.  There are some considerable differences between these systems.  The decision as to which LMS to use is best answered by the needs of your institution. These needs are best understood in administrative terms, such as your institutional FTE and level of technical staffing.  We cannot issue a blanket recommendation, when the most critical differences between products is actually comprised of your institution’s local needs. 

Our group selected the design aspects as criteria for comparing our list of LMS’s (Moodle, Blackboard, Design2Learn, Sakai, and Gaggle.)  After careful consideration we have decided to promote Sakai.  The reasoning behind our selection was its functional and utilitarian design; user friendly interface, collaborative editing, creation of Wikis (Web 2.0), and external webpage access (no frame busting).   
